The polymeric structure of the title compound, [Sn(CH 3 ) 3 -(C 8 H 7 O 2 )] n , is composed of zigzag chains in which the tin(IV) atoms, coordinated by three methyl groups, are bridged by toluene-2-carboxylate ligands via their O atoms. A slightly distorted trigonal-bipyramidal SnC 3 O 2 coordination geometry arises for the metal, with the O atoms in the axial sites. Weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds help to stabilize the packing.
Related literature
For biological activity of tin complexes with carboxylate ligands, see, for example: Shahzadi et al. (2007) . For a related structure, see: Danish et al. (2009) . For a review of the structural chemistry of tin(IV) complexes with carboxylate ligands, see: Tiekink (1991) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn(CH 3 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: KM-4 Software (Kuma, 1996) ; cell refinement: KM-4 Software; data reduction: DATAPROC (Kuma, 2001 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HB5258). Table 1 .
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Experimental 0.01 mol of sodium ortho-toluate was suspended in 25 ml of dry chloroform contained in a round-bottom flask under argon; 0.01 mol of trimethyl-tin chloride was then added with constant stirring. The reacting mixtured was refluxed for 4 h under argon, cooled to room temperature and kept in an ice bath for 1 h. Sodium chloride formed during the reaction was removed by filtration. The filtrate was warmed with activated charcoal for 5 minutes, filtered through silica gel and concentrated to 10 ml. Crude crystals appeared in three days. Then, they were recrystalized from 3:1 chloroform/acetone mixture to yield colourless blocks of (I).
Refinement
The H atoms attached to toluene-ring C atoms and methyl C atoms were positioned geometrically and refined with a riding model. Figures   Fig. 1 . A structural unit of (1) with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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